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BRISBANE TELEGRAPH (AUSTRALIA)
6 YMay 1980

F’Gx 2§ yesrs bi itter co rtrovem‘
. has surrounded the nomes of
the Russiandiziomats Via r.‘ r'-:r ami
EV lc]’lé :‘)e\.n fe 278 ; .- N
Their delection has beeq linked to a
conspiracy with Australian Security and

the XMenzies Government, wWhich was
‘fighting for its life in the 1854 fedeml
_e;ectwns E -

with a story relecliniz those t2:eories.

He is Mickae! Thiwzites, 64. who was a director
2nch between 1850

of ASIO's couxnteraspicnage b
and 1971. N

In & new booi, “Truth Will Out — ASIO 2nd
the Petrovs,”
nothing to do with tha move..

“All the facts known to me confitm that Men-
Zies had nothing to ¢o with th2 itiming of Petrov's
“delection,” he sars. L~ R .

"ﬂhou d {fresn evidenca comne
that he cid puli she sirings, 3
{row Sir Charles Spry and then Director Generzl
of ASIOY, myrelf ‘and ASIO's countersspionagze
braneh in izg:
La’s .onges’---. ing Prime ) "—'ster rmust 2ppear
es 2 waste of his real tzlents.. .

© “As a super-azant in the world of secret in-
telligenee he could hzve msade Xim Philby look
lixe a fumbiing i ...cce...."

Thwzites says the first Menzies knew of the
cdefection was April 4, 1858 — 2 day ziter Peirov,
Third Secre:ar:: <" the Russian Emba;sv in Can-

. berra snd 2 colonzi i tbe Sovies \n’D secret ser-
vice, sought pa!::iczl asivm,

- But Thwa tes ac»..owl-c -d in an m.erv;ew
the affair had Seen “some hein” {0 Menzies in the
-ensuing elestions in May, which were heid against
the bZekground of e ALP lszding opinion polls.

Sixteen ¢éays a2lter Petrov deflecied, his wife
Evdoxia, alo an MVD oificer, asked for asyium in
dta"ﬂzt;c circunis:ances..

s Petrov was xept 2 virtval priconer in the
,az:cx was 89 izlrauzhs, revazls Thwxaites,
with the ’le\:

= to lizht proving
rile keeping Spry

e:.':bass::.
that she a..'e:v.'; &¢d ¢o hanz Lerseif
of 2n elactric iron,

Oon A,,m 19 she was driven from Canberra to '

S'-'drev in the custcdy of two Saviet couriers for a
gkt back 10 Sivscow. ) .
At. Sydney £irport she was dragged stumbiing
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Th-:a:les says toat Menzies Lad

gncrance, his pubiid career 2s Ausira--
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The scene a5 Sydney -l'!p
Hirs Peirov is Lustled to ficr plane by Soviat
couriers.:

» c e T -

.

on, . : . .
. Unknown to her, says Thwaites, her husband

. was watching from under 2 iatpaulin in 2 ulilily-

parked near the runway where ASIO had hopad to
2TTANSC & :::ee“ng. But the violence and the coa-
fusion of tre crowd had ruied this out,

The 7i-hcur {iicht to Darwin gave Mrs Petm\'
her first chanc= to collect her wits — and gave

© ASIO a chance to consider further action,

" refuel, t':.-, Aus

Xt was in Darwin, where the plan2 stoppad to
tralian nolice 2nd ofiicials parisqd
Mrs Petrov from ler bodyg.:a.rda, ard Mrs Patsov
s00n Was c'u ing away with an Australian officia
“to-the saiety of the Australian Governmeni™.

Th“"’" CS,
worked as Assistant Parliamentary Librarizn in
Canbarra until 1995, was in charge of the Peirov
case from its bezinnings in 1952,

. But it was nol uniil 15354 .h { he met them,
when he beran {he process of deerieling then.

He revesls thet dur iny the fo..ov. ing 18
months he was given the i:'.:k of ghestwriting the
Petrov's boe.\. ‘Empire of Fear™,

*Our 253 over the Peirov delfesctionn put
ASIO on ti'* nap both in Ansiralia end o‘.e.'se.}.s

says.

'@ THZ TRUTH WILL .OUT ——.AS'O
AND THE PETROVS, by Michael
Thwames (»ollms)' $l4 95.. °
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ort in 1984 as-

across the tarmac as 2 huge, angry crowd looked: ‘

who "'ter resizning from ASIO -
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